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CHATURANG KATHA 


Rupinika is yet another fascinating stery frem 
the Kathasaritsagara, Somadeva's eleventh 
century Sanskrit classic. 


The story centres round Rupinika, a temple 
dancer whe dares te fall in love with a poor 
brahmin youth. As a result, she also falls from 
grace. This situation is aggravated by her mother, 
an avaricious old. crone, who cunningly strives 
to keep Rupinika and her jover apart. The plot 
thickens as the levers outwit the scheming old 
courtesan; and the ludicrous and the improbable 
interweave to give this story an enchanting 
serio-comic dimension. 
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_ RUPINIKA WAS A TEMPLE DANCER IN 


THE CITY OF MATHURA, SHE EXCELLED << 
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OF HER BEAUTY HAD SPREAD FAR 
. AND WIDE. : 


ONE DAY, ON HER WAY TO f 
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2 HOW HANDSOME AND 
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HE TURN HIS 


AH ! LOVE 
Z| DON’T EXHAUST AT FIRST 
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A HERE, LET US GO 
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IF YOU ARE 
MY FRIEND... 


.-.e THEN | SHOULD 
SEE THAT YOU BOTH 
MEET-— AND QUICKLY! 


THAT VERY EVENING LATA WENT 

TO SEE LOHAJANGHA. === 
| | Zi) 
| AM LATA, \ 


A FRIEND OF 
RUPINIKA , THE as Za RUPINIKA COULDN’T 


| DANCER. SHE INVITES |ff HAVE SENT FOR 
YOU TO HER HOUSE //ff A POOR BRAHMIN 
TONIGHT. 


LOHAJANGHA VISITED RUPINIKA AND TO HIS SURPRISE, SHE GREETED gs o 
HIM WITH GREAT RESPECT AND AFFECTION. ZA \ | 
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| LONGED TO MEET 
YOU LOHAJANGHA 
BUT DIDN’T DARE 
COME TO You 
STRAIGHT - 
AWAY. THAT 
WOULD HAVE 
| UNDERSTAND, 
RUPINIKA; BUT | 
1 DON’T DESERVE 
ALL THIS 
ATTENTION. 
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RUPINIKA TOOK LOHAJANGHA INTO HER CHA 
AND THEY TALKED FOR HOURS TOGETHER. 
ANY FURTHER PRAISE 


YOU ARE AS 
INTELLIGENT AS You 
ARE BEAUTIFUL! 


== AND ’LL ACCUSE YOU OF == 
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HOW SWIFTLY N 
THE HOURS 
HAVE PASSED! 
IT IS TIME TO TAKE fed 
YOUR LEAVE. _ 
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BY AND BY, A GREAT LOVE SPRANG UP 
BETWEEN RUPINIKA AND LOHAJANGHA. 
THEY MET MORE FREQUENTLY. 


RUPINIKA’S MOTHER M, 

SHTRA, V TLESS, GREED TRUE, YOU 

OLD WOMAN. WHEN SHE LEARNED || LOVE HIM. BUT MONEY! 

THAT HER DAUGHTER WAS IN Love || HE HAS A CUNNING } MONEY! IS 
R BRAHMIN YOUTH. |\ EYE ON YOUR THAT ALL THAT 

a MATTERS TO 

YOU? A MAN’S 

CHARACTER AND 

JANGHA IS - NOBILITY. ARE 

A MAN OF = < THESE OF NO 

LEARNING. 

| LOVE HIM WITH 

ALL MY HEART. 


| DON’T APPROVE 
OF YOUR AFFECTION 
FOR THAT GOOD - 
FOR- NOTHING 
BRAHMIN. 


MARRY SUCH A PERSON 
AND HE?LL DESERT YOU AFTER fh << 
DRAINING YOU OF ALL 4 “e 
YOUR WEALTH! oe | SWEAR THAT 
| | We NY LOHAJANGHA 
eee | <p 7 __- CARES FOR 
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THE GIRE4S 
FOOLISHLY IN LOVE. 
WE MUST GET 
RID OF THIS 
MAN. 


THIS LOHAJANGHA IS 
A THORN. IN MY FLESH. 


THIS EVENING 
7 Lt SEND RUPINIKA ; 
TO THE TEMPLE EARLIER 
THAN USUAL .WHEN 
LOHAJANGHA COMES 
TO MY HOUSE, YOUR 
MEN CAN DEAL 
WITH HIM. 


‘SO YOU WANT 
HIM REMOVED 2 


| THAT IS EASILY DONE. 


| HAVE FOUR 


~\ HEFTY SERVANTS. 
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RUPINIKA LEFT FOR THE TEMPLE. 


IF LOHAJANGHA 
COMES, ASK HIM TO 
WAIT. PLL BE 
BACK SOON. KEEP HIM 
ENTERTAINED. 


BUT REMEMBER, 
NOT TOO MUCH OF 
FRIENDLINESS! 


UNAWARE OF THE VILE PLAN OF MAKARADANSHTRA, LOHAJANGHA EN TERED 
HIS BELOVED’S HOUSE. 


THE MOUSE 
HAS WALKED INTO 
THE TRAP. CLOSE 
IN ON HIM! 


THEY CARRIED LOHAJANGHA’S 
BRUISED BODY AND THREW (7 
INTO A OITCH. 
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NOW LIE HERE, 

YOU FOOL. YOUR 
PLACE IS NOT 

BY RUPINIKA’S SIDE | fie 
BUT HERE, IN 
THIS DITCH. 


WHEN RUPINIKA RETURNED SHE HEARD FROM 
HER FRIEND LATA ALL THAT HAO HAPPENED 
IN HER ABSENCE. SHE WAS OVERWHELMED 


WITH GRIEF. FSS 


aN = LOHAJANGHA! WHY 

sect SHOULD MOTHER 

Z 2) ( HAVE BEEN SO 
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(maa WICKED 2 


HE WASHED HIMGELF AT HIS HOUSE 
AND CHANGED HIS TORN, STAINED 
gy CLOTHES. 


LOHATANGHA SOMEHOW EXTR(— 
CATED HIS ACHING BODY FRO 
THE DITCH. 


OH ! MY HEAD AND 

BACK! IT’S ALL THAT 

GREEDY OLD WOMAN’S 

DOING. I?LL GET EVEN 

WITH HER ONE DAY. 
<— 


WISH TO STAY 
IN MATHURA 


HE CAME UPON THE CARCASS OF 
AN ELEPHANT, SCOOPED CLEAN ‘OF 
ALL /TS FLESH BY PREYING — 
JACKALS. ump 


HE TRAVELLED MANY MILES, 
AWAY FROM MATHURA. IN THE 
HEAT OF THE SUN, HE FELT 
EXHAUSTED. THE LANOSCAPE 
WAS DESERTED, TREELESS. 


IF | STAY IN THE SUN ANY 
LONGER, "LL BE SCORCHED TO 
DEATH. LET ME GET INTO THE 
SHADE OF THIS CARCASS. 


HOW | LONG 
FOR A BIT OF SHADE 
TO REST MY 
BURNING BODY! 
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IT EVENTUALLY FLOATED 
INTO THE SEA. - 


THE CLOUDBURST MADE 
THE CARCASS CONTRACT], 
AND LOHAJANGHA, LOST 
IN SLEEP, WAS SEALED 

UP WITHIN, THE TORREN- 
TIAL RAIN SWEPT THE 
CARCASS RIGHT (NTO 
THE MOUTH OF THE 


AT NIGHT, THE DARK 
CLOUDS IN THE SKY 
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AN ENORMOUS EAGLE PICKEO 1(T UP IN 
ITS GIANT TALONS ANO CARRIED /T TO 
THE (SLAND OF LANKA; ON THE OTHER 
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DEPOSITING THE CARCASS ON THE SHORE, THE EAGLE TORE /T OPEN WITH 
TS SHARP BEAK AND TALONS. ON DISCOVERING THAT THERE ae A MAN 
IMIDE 5 (T CAM EKER AND MADE OFF INTO THE mc See 
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- LOHAJANGHA WOKE UP AND CAME OUT THROUGH THE LARGE Be AOE 


BY THE EAGLE. 


1AM NOW ON AN 
ISLAND ACROSS THE 
SEA. HOW 
STRANGE ! 


AS HE WAS WONDERING WHAT To DO, HE CAUGHT 
SIGHT OF A PAIR OF RAKSHASAS* 


THEY ARE 
RUNNING 
) AWAY FROM 
> ME! | WONDER 


WHY! 


NOW, EVER SINCE LORD RAMA HAD DEFEATED 
RAVANA, THE DEMON KING OF LANKA, ALL THE 
RAKSHASAS OF THE ISLAND WERE SCARED — 


OF HUMANS. SO THE PAIR WH (AD SPOTT. 


WE HAVE SEEN 
A HUMAN BEING ON Laeway 
THE SHORE! 


HOW DID HE GET 
TO LANKA? ESCORT HIM 
RESPECTFULLY AND 
BRING HIM TO ME. 


| WENT THROUGH A 
YOU MANAGE PROLONGED RELIGIOUS 
TO CROSS PENANCE AND WON 
THE GREAT THE FAVOUR OF LORD 
VISHNU. THE MIGHTy GOD, 
APPEARED TO ME |N A DREAM 
AND BADE ME GO TO LANKA 
WHERE KING VIBHISHANA 
WOULD GIVE ME AS MUCH 
WEALTH AS | DESIRED. - 


BUT HOW DID you 
MANAGE TO LAND IN AAAS a 


Gavel 


BY THE GRACE — 
OF LORD VISHNU, 


WHO BROUGHT ME 


HERE HIMSELF. 


KING VIBHISHANA BELIEVED THE STORY, 
SINCE THERE WAS NO OTHER WAY OF 
ACCOUNTING FOR. THE YOUNG MAN’S 
PRESENCE ON THE /SLAND. 


WONDERFUL ARE THE 
WAYS OF LORD VISHNU... 
GLORY BE TO HIM! 


SIR, YOU WILL 
BE AN HONOURED 
GUEST AT MY PALACE, 
FOR AS LONG AS YOu 


LOHAJANGHA , THE POOR BRAHMIN, LIVED IN VIBHISHANA’S PALACE LIKE A 
PRINCE OF THE LAND. VIBHISHANA’S SOLDIERS CAPTURED A YOUNG EAGLE 
ANO DOMESTICATED HIM... = = 


THOUGH LOHAJANGHA WAS ~ 
IN LANKA, H/S THOUGHTS 
WERE FULL OF MATHURA 
AND RUPINIKA. 


... SITTING ON WHOSE BACK, LOHA 
HAD MANY A JOY RIDE. 
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SIRE, YOUR 
: HOSPITALITY IS ' 
OVERWHELMING, BUT 
| MISS MATHURA. 
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| UNDERSTAND, 
FRIEND. YOU LONG 
TO RETURN 


ITE YOU WOULD ~ 
PERMIT IT. 


ws, | THESE PRESENTS 


OF GOLD AND 
DIAMONDS 


_.. ALSO THE FOUR 
EMBLEMS OF VISHNU-— 
A DISCUS, A MACE, 
A CONCH-SHELL AND 

A LOTUS. PLEASE 
OFFER THESE AS 
TRIBUTES TO THE 
DEITY WHEN YOU 
GET TO MATHURA. 


LOHAJANGHA MOUNTED THE EAGLE 
AND FLEW ACROSS THE SEA. 
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HE ARRIVED AT MATHURA AT MGH7, THEN, CARRYING THE EMBLEMS OF 
AND DESCENDED ATA SECLUDED VISHNU WITH HIM, HE MOUNTED 
muons -| H/S EAGLE. 


THIS LOAD OF TREA- ean 
SURE HERE AND GO ff co \ _ 
‘TO RUPINIKA. Ke ee ; 


HOVERING ABOVE RUPINIKA?S HOUSE, HE LE 
ATTRACT HER ATTENTION... 
— 


.-. AND DESCENDED GENTLY 
ON THE TERRACE OF HER 


KNOW YOU NO 
ME 21 AM LORD NARA- ' 
YANA® THE FAME OF 
YOUR LOVELINESS 
HAS REACHED ME 
AND | HAVE COME 
TO SEE YOU. 


: wee —A AN 
® ANOTHER NAME FOR VW/SHNM/. 


IN THE MORNING RUPINIKA?S 
MANNER WAS ALOOF AND 


WHAT IS LAST NIGHT, 


WRONG WITH | BECAME 
you, THE WIFE OF 
RUPINIKA 2 THE GREAT 


YOU ARE /VISHNU HIMSELF; 
SO SILENT. | AND | MUST NOT 
CONVERSE WITH 

ORDINARY 


HAS YOUR 
HEAD TURNED, 
GIRL? PLL 
SEND FOR 
THE FAMILY 
PRIEST 
TOMORROW. 


WHAT A STROKE 


OF LUCK TO HAVE 


IN-LAW ! | MUST 
GET ALL THAT 
| CAN FROM 


BUT THAT VERY NIGHT MAKARAOQANSATRA 
sem «6 SAW A B/G EAGLE DESCEND ON THE 


BEARING THE FOUR EMBLEMS OF 
WSHNG, DISMOUNT. 


WHAT ! ISN’T 
THAT THE LORD VISHNU 
HIMSELF 2 RUPINIKA 
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AL \\ISHNU GO TO YOU LAST 


| RUPINIKA GUESSED THAT HER 
MOTHER HAD SOME PLAN IN HER 
| AVARIC/OUS HEAD. 


MY BELOVED 
DAUGHTER, CAN YOu 


ASK YOUR HUSBAND 
A FAVOUR FOR ME? J 


r PLEASE ASK MY MY MOTHER 
DIVINE SON-IN-LAW WISHES TO GO 
TO TAKE ME_,TO WITH YOU TO 


VAIKUNTH* ae ee VAIKUNTH. 


YOUR MOTHER ? 
PARADISE IS NO 
PLACE FOR A 
SINNER LIKE 


NAME IT 


WITHOUT ~~ 


f THAT NOT ASKING 
TOO MUCH EVEN IF 
LORD VIGHNU IS YOUR 
SON-IN-LAW 2 BUT FOR 
YOU, SWEET MOTHER, 
LL SPEAK TO HIM. 


PLEASE, LORD, 
FOR MY SAKE! /@g 


DANCER FOR MONEY, 
PERHAPS... 
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ONLY ON CERTAIN 
CONDITIONS CAN SHE 
GAIN ADMITTANCE 
TO VAIKUNTH. HER 
HEAD HAS TO BE 
SHAVEN, LEAVING ONLY 
FIVE TUFTS OF HAIR, 
HER BODY PAINTED 
HALF RED, HALF BLACK. 
SHE MUST ALSO WEAR A 
NECKLACE OF SKULLS. 
IN THIS GUISE, | CAN 
MANAGE TO LEAD 
HER TO PARADISE. 


IS A SECRET FROM YOU, 
BUT YOU ALSO KNOW 
WITH WHAT SINCERE 
DEVOTION | DANCED 
AND PRAYED IN YOUR 
TEMPLE. PARDON 

MY MOTHER 

AND FULFIL 

HER WISH. 


CHANCE TO 
( TEACH THE 

) GREEDY CRONE 
A LESSON! 


RUPINIKA, CARR: 
INSTRUCTIONS FA 


WHY AM | TO 
BE DRESSED LIKE 
THIS 2 


LOHAJANGHA; IMPERSONATING 
VISHNU, SEATED A/S MOTHER- 
IN-LAW ON HIS EAGLE AND 
FLEW OFF INTO THE AIR. 


| WILL 
TAKE YOUR 
MOTHER TO 
VAIKUNTH AND 
COME BACK TO 
YOU SOON. 


IF YOU DON?T 
CHANGE YOUR 


STAY HERE 
AWHILE. | HAVE 

TO GO AND 
SHOWER BLESS- 


Pd INGS UPON THE 
WORLD OF MORTALS. 
AND TAKE MY MACE 


TO LEAN ON SO THAT 
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AFTER A FEW HOURS A RELIGIOUS PROCESSION 
BROUGHT A HUGE CROWD TO Ti TEMPLE. 


Pp” PEOPLE OF MATHURA, 
LISTEN CAREFULLY. THE 
GODDESS OF PESTILENCE & 
IS ABOUT TO SHOWER HER 
WRATH ON YOU. PRAY TO 
LORD VISHNU FOR gam 
BK 


SOON THE ENTIRE F 
oe 4 ve Maa f f | CROWD STARTED + 
WHAT HAVE WE . 0 ee hea bei me | CRAYING 70 ¥ 
DONE TO DESERVE, & , ACE | LORD W/SHNU. 
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THIS 2? ALL OF US 
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HAVE BEEN HONEST qm ic 
AND GOD-FEARING, ik 
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MAKARADANSHTRA BALANCED PRE- SHE LOST HER BALANCE AN. 
CARIOUSLY ON THE PILLAR. CRIED OUT IN FEAR. : : 


lia oF (a ae & 

QOH! WHAT A Ds)! 

HEIGHT ! A FALL \ 
BELOW AND MY 
OLD BONES WILL 2 
NOT BE FOUND. 
VISHNU, VISHNU, 
WHERE ARE YOU? Tr 
WHY HAVEN?T you Lol 
RETURNED TO aie 
TAKE ME TO 
VAIKUNTH2 


y BR aan 

Se ee ahs 
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THE PEOPLE BELOW,ON HEARING THESE 
WORDS, BEGAN TO WONDER. 


WHO SHRIEKS 
FROM UP THERE ? 


Ve 
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THE GODDESS 
OF PESTILENCE, 
WHO ELSE 2 
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7 IN FEAR AND ANXIETY. 
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Seg FROM THIS 
, MISERY. 
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N (if. {i > = MATHURA. 


THAT IS 
MAKARADANSHTRA \f@] 2 
UP THERE! SAVE ME, 
PLEASE. 


THE ENTIRE POPULACE COLLECTED 


NEAR THE TEMPLE AND BEGAN TO YOU ARE IN- 
THE RIGHT PLACE 


WORD REACHED RUPINIKA AND SHE 
TOO ARRIVED. 


HOW IS IT 


THAT MY MOTHER }- 
IS UP THERE ? : 
SHE LEFT WITH 
LORD VISHNU. 


WITH THE HELP OF SOME 
PEOPLE, RUPINIKA MANAGED 
70 GET HER MOTHER DOWN. 


1 AM <— 
‘LOHAJANGHA. \/¢ 
MAKARADAN - 
SHTRA WRONGED )X 

ME FOR NO gy 
FAULT OF - fae 
MINE, AND | 

TOOK MY 
REVENGE. ¢ 


CHATURANG KATHA 


IN THE GAME © 
OF CUNNING WE 


THOUGHT MAKARADAN- ieee 
SHTRA HAD NO EQUAL. }i Zee 
BUT HE WHO HAS [Fay 


PUT HER INTO 
SUCH A PLIGHT 
IS CERTAINLY 


HER BETTER. 20 


" BUT HOW 


‘DID YOU MANAGE 


TO HOIST HER 
UP THERE 2 


29 


AND LOHAJANGHA 
OFFERED THE EMBLEMS 
AS TRIBUTE TO VISHNU'S 
SHRINE AND ALL THE 
PEOPLE BOWED DOWN 
IN REVERENCE. [= 


LOHAJANGHA RELATED HIS ENTIRE TALE TO 
THE KING. | 


KING VIBHISHANA GAVE 
ME THESE EMBLEMS OF VISHNU 

TO BE OFFERED AT HIS TEMPLE IN 
|| MATHURA. BUT | THOUGHT OF A 
PLAN AND POSING AS VISHNU, 

HAVE TAUGHT THE GREEDY 
WOMAN THE LESSON OF 
HER EE: 


( 


CEL 


bs / |} Pe 
i ~ - By ha A NOAN N 
1__ rw Ml = ‘ ¢ a) r 
S02 G@3-73 CBr f 
See Re, — ¥ ‘ 
mS a Cnr) 
a\ uN or <a 7 
at 3 Dy, TAS >. 
Y ¥ % A, \) ey 
ASS ’ | Da 
O%, et 
Go 


J} 3 


Sa 
U 
Y 


REALLY ILL-TREATED 
BY THAT OLD HAG 
OF A WOMAN! 


RETELe ciri  cilnse Ne 
Bae MANS oat? / il Ia ey acer 
| An Rail : 1 9 
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30 CHATUKANG KATHA 


> | AM PLEASED \ 
WITH YOU LOHAJANGHA, 
AND OFFER YOU A Sat 
POSITION AT COURT. 


HAD FORGOTTEN. \@ 
SHE IS THE MAIN BM 
CAUSE OF ALL THESE 

ADVENTURES THAT 
FELL TO YOUR LOT. 
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Hie) | AM GRATEFUL 
= NY KING, BUT NOW 
PERMIT ME TO « 
PURSUE ANOTHER 


RUPINIKA FOR 
IMPERSONAT ING 
VISHNU. 


AUP PIV 


LOHAJANGHA APPROACHED RUPINIKA WHO WAS 
| STANDING NEXT 70 HER QUAKING MOTHER. 


YOU MUST FORGIVE ME, 
RUPINIKA. MY LOVE FOR YOU 
MADE ME IMPERSONAT 


1} UNDERSTAND, 
LOHAJANGHA. 
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| CRAVE YOUR PARDON, 
LOHAJANGHA. BLIND IN MY 
{| GREED FOR WEALTH, ! DID 
\ NOT WISH RUPINIKA TO BE 
\ youR WIFE, AND CAUSED 
z YOU SO MUCH 
_ SUFFERING. 
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CHATUKANG KATHA 
IN THE PRESENCE OF THE KING ,RUPINIKA AND | 
LOHAJANG 


HA WERE MARRIED. 
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Timings 
Ahmedabad 9.30 p.m. 
Allahabad 9.30 p.m. 


Some say it’s sweet. a | 


Others swear it’s salty, 
Allagreeit’stasty, 
tasty, tasty. 


World Selection 
MPARLE / Award Winner 


Krackjack —the one and only sweet and salty biscuit sensation. 
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